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examples of " true " prophecy. Demonstrations of such a kind can-
not be abbreviated; we refer the reader to the book.

JULES PACHEU
PAWS

Das Zungenreden, geschichtlich und psychologisch untersucht. E .
MOSIMAN. Tubingen: F. C. B. Mohr, 1911. Pp. 137.
This book was originally written in English in answer to a prize-

question offered by the McCormick Theological Seminary. After
revision and completion, with the assistance of Professor Johannes
Weiss, of Heidelburg, it was published in Germany. It comprises
historical researches on the existence of the facts of speaking with
tongues (pp. 1—83), psychological explanations (pp. 86-124), anc^ a

final chapter, rather theological, in which are discussed chiefly the
events of the Pentecost as they are related in the Acts of the Apostles.

The problem of "glossolalia" and of the "gift of tongues" goes
back to certain accounts of the New Testament. There these mani-
festations of involuntary speech are attributed to the Holy Spirit.
Other historical manifestations nearer us permit a fuller study of the
question and throw some light upon the facts, and their psychological
explanation, often permitting one to cast aside the hypothesis of the
intervention of spirit.

In addition to the manifestations related in the New Testament,
considered by the author in the first three chapters, two chapters
are devoted to other instances: among the Montanists, the Cami-
sards, the Jansenists, the Irwingiens, and in recent revivals (in Wales,
in India, etc.).

The theory of the automatic and unconscious movements of the
organs of phonation, produced by our subconscious activity, suffices
to explain a great many cases. A sort of internal suggestion takes
place and sets in activity the nervous centers. At times the sounds
produced have no sense; at times they are intelligible only to those
to whom the power of interpretation is given; at times they are in
the language of the subject and of the auditors; at times they are a
tongue foreign to the subject. It is well known that in this last case
very curious causes leading to a misinterpretation of the phenomenon
have been discovered. The author affirms that there exists no in-
controvertible instance of a true use of a foreign tongue (p. 118), A
woman in Chicago utters Chinese words, but she has heard them in a
Chinese laundry. Another person speaks Hebrew words, but on
investigation one discovers that she has lived as a servant with a
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Hebraic scholar who was In the habit of repeating Hebrew texts
aloud.

The question dealt with in the last chapter is the relation which
exists between the gift of tongues mentioned in the New Testament
and "glossolalia" in general. The author identifies them and gives
them both a purely psychological explanation; but in order to do so
he is led to affirm that the Biblical account is not exact (ungeschichtlich
dargestelli). At this point the question becomes one of historical
criticism, or of theology, with which we are not concerned here. The
reasons advanced by Mosiman appear to us to some extent arbitrary.
They are not convincing. There are theologians who hold an opposite
opinion (comp. Pratt, Theologie de Satnt-Paul. Paris: Beauchesne;
pp. 175, 184).

An extensive bibliography is added.
JULES PACHEU

PARIS

UExperience Mystique et VActivite Subconsciente. J. PACHEU.
Paris: Perrin, 1911. Pp. 312.
This interesting work contains a simple and clear exposition of

Mystical Union (the central fact of mysticism), and a criticism of the
subconscious theory as applied to that experience. Using first-class
authorities, the author separates clearly the affective from the noetic
element at every one of the several degrees of that experience. It
includes feeling and also knowledge: the Mystic is aware, even if in
an obscure way, of the divine presence.

The exposition is done with much exactness; it evinces a thorough
knowledge of the topic. The author insists very properly upon the
ethico-religious value of this experience; he shows the harmonious
development to which mystics tend beyond asceticism; one sees very
clearly how the mystical experience makes part of the religious life.
The theory which would bring back these facts to mental pathology
is vigorously discussed.

Can mystical experience be explained as an eruption from the
subconscious? Must it be supposed that the mystical intuition is
nothing more than a revelation of the subject to himself, helped by
his reflection and his work and which, having ripened subconsciously,
appears to him external and superior to himself? The interruptions
and the disproportion which characterize these states have seemed to
some adequately explained by the hypothesis of the subconscious, on
condition that it be given its full value, and that it should be assimi-.


